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The 1st World Congress on Bromeliaceae 
Evolution (1st BromEvo; (<http://www.bromevo.
net>) had its starting point in an informal meeting 
of specialists in bromeliads during the Monocots V 
Conference in New York (USA) in July 2013.

Almost 30 researchers attended that meeting 
and the wishes among the participants for a regular 
event was clear. The main inspiration for such an event 
was the regular schedule of workshops and congresses 
around the world, which focus on families such 
as Fabaceae, Solanaceae, Rubiaceae and Poaceae. 
The final decision of the group was for an event to 
be planned for the near future that would focus on 
different approaches in bromeliads, especially on 
evolution. At that moment, Brazil was selected to 
hold the first meeting of a Bromeliad Conference. 
Brazil was a natural choice due to the larger number 
of Brazilian researchers currently working on different 
aspects of the family. Originally, the event was 
planned to occur in Rio de Janeiro but local logistical 
questions lead to considering a venue in northeastern 
Brazil. Another step was accomplished when Recife 
was selected to host the event.

Starting in June 2014, the 1st BromEvo was 
planned and organized by researchers from the 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco (UFPE, 
Brazil; (<https://www.ufpe.br/ufpenova/>) with 
support from the following graduate programs: 
(1) Programa de Pós-Graduação em Ciências 
Biológicas; (<https://www.ufpe.br/ppgcb/>); (2) 
Programa de Pós-Graduação em Biologia Vegetal; 
(<https://www.ufpe.br/ppgbv/>); (3) Programa de 
Pós-Graduação em Genética; (<https://www.ufpe.br/
ppgg/>). It was also been supported by several other 
universities, scientific societies, and members of 
the bromeliad community.  A team of collaborators 
made it possible in several ways, as outlined below.

The 1st BromEvo happened from March 8th 
to 11th (2015) in Porto de Galinhas (municipality 
of Ipojuca, Pernambuco), a resort area near Recife, 
which is considered to harbor one of the nicest 
beaches in Brazil.

The event was funded by CAPES (Coordenacão 
de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Pós-Graduação; 
(<http://www.capes.gov.br>), CNPq (Conselho 
Nacional de Pesquisa e Desenvolvimento; (<http://
www.cnpq.br>), and FACEPE (Fundação de Apoio 
a Ciência e Tecnologia do Estado de Pernambuco; 
(<http://www.facepe.br>). The 1st BromEvo received 
financial support from two major Brazilian scientific 
societies: Sociedade Brasileira de Genética (<http://
sbg.org.br/>) and Sociedade Brasileira de Botânica 
(<http://www.botanica.org.br/>), and was also 
supported by the Bromeliad Society International 
(<http://www.bsi.org/>).

National and international institutions such 
as the Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco 
(UFRPE), Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais 
(UFMG), Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro 
(UFRJ), Universidade Estadual de São Paulo Júlio 
de Mesquita Filho (UNESP), Universidade de São 
Paulo (USP), and Universidade Estadual de Feira 
de Santana (UEFS) in addition to the Senckenberg 
Research Institute and Natural History Museum of 
Frankfurt (Germany) also extended their support to 
the 1st BromEvo.

The Organizing Committee was formed by 
Prof. Dr. Ana Maria Benko-Iseppon (President) 
and Prof. Dr. Marccus Alves (Vice-President) 
with the assistance of Prof. Dr. Rafael Louzada as 
Chairman and Prof. Dr. Georg Zizka as Honorary 
President. A Scientific Committee was formed 
by 10 Brazilian and non-Brazilian members from 
several universities, and lead by the Organizing 
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Committee. The Scientific Program was organized 
in themes and included Conferences, Symposiums, 
Oral Presentations, Posters and Thematic Sessions.

The 1st BromEvo had almost 160 participants 
and 130 abstracts were submitted. Twelve countries 
were represented in the Congress: Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, England, 
Germany, French Guiana, Mexico, Switzerland, 
and the United States. Brazil, as expected, leads 
the list with almost ¾ of the total number, followed 
by Germany and Mexico as the most represented 
countries.

One of the major goals of the Organizing 
Committee was to provide a moment for high-
level learning and scientific exchange for the 
community but especially for students from Brazil 
and Latin America. This goal was reached with the 
participation of undergraduate and graduate (Master 
and PhD) students from more than 25 Brazilian 
universities and abroad.

Five major Conferences were conducted, 
which included speeches by Prof. Dr. Christian 
Lexer (University of Fribourg, Switzerland), Prof. 
Dr. Georg Zizka (Senckenberg Research Institute, 
Germany), Prof. Dr. Gerhard Zotz (University of 
Oldenburg, Germany), Prof. Dr. Rogério Margis 
(Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, 
Brazil), and Prof. Stefan Porembski (University of 
Rostock, Germany). The subject of the conferences 
ranged from morphology and physiology to ecology 
of epiphytes and inselbergs to molecular approaches 
and collections.  

The Symposia were organized into topics 
and included almost 30 speakers from Australia, 
Austria, Brazil, England, Germany, Mexico and the 
United States. The topics were related to Floristic 
Inventories (2 speakers), Morphology & Evolution 
(2 speakers), Phytochemistry & Biological Activities 
(2 speakers), Reproductive Biology & Pollination (2 
speakers), Ecophysiology & Physiology Evolution 
(2 speakers), Taxonomy & Systematics (3 speakers), 
Population Genetics (3 speakers), Phylogenetics (4 
speakers), Phylogeography, Speciation Processes & 
Hybridization (5 speakers) and Botanical Gardens, 
Cultivation & Conservation (2 speakers).

The Poster Section was available during the 
evenings with around 80 posters presented. The 
Oral Presentations were scheduled for the morning 
of the last day and included almost 30 presentations. 
Graduate (PhD) as well as undergraduate and Master 
students competed within their categories for the Harry 
Luther Prize. Three Thematic Sections, following the 
taxonomic arrangement of Bromeliaceae, provided 
open spaces for discussion and planning of future 
collaborations. The major results were briefly presented 
at the end of the 3rd day. Before and after the scientific 
activities, field trips were conducted in conservation 
areas in the state of Pernambuco. Several sites were 
visited including fragments of Atlantic Coastal Forest 
(Reserva Particular do Patrimônio Natural Mata de 
Piedade da Usina Sao José, Igarassu) and Caatinga 
areas with several rocky outcrops in Parque Municipal 
Serra Negra de Bezerros (Bezerrros) and Reserva 
Particular do Patrimônio Natural Pedra do Cachorro 
(São Caitano).

Two exhibitions happened along the 1st BromEvo 
with scientific illustrations and watercolor paintings 
by Regina Carvalho and photographs by Maurício 
Mercadante, both young artists involved with plants, 
especially bromeliads.

All the abstracts of the 1st BromEvo (conferences, 
symposiums, posters and oral presentations) are 
available in the appendix (exclusively in the electronic 
version of Rodriguésia) of this short communication. 
They are listed in alphabetical order by the last name 
of the first author of each abstract.

The Organizing Committee expects that 
BromEvo will occur regularly, in a biennial fashion, 
once as part of the MONOCOTS Conference 
(International Conference on Comparative Biology 
of Monocotyledons) and once in the years between 
this regular event.

Finally, we are pleased to have provided 
an environment conducive to more collaborative, 
interdisciplinary and integrative research on bromeliads, 
especially uniting groups working or intending to work 
on related issues or taxonomic groups, contributing to 
the understanding of fundamental biological questions 
regarding this important Neotropical family. We hope to 
see you in the next BromEvo in San Diego, California!
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